The area of belief change studies how a rational agent may maintain its beliefs about a possibly changing environment after obtaining or perceiving new information about this environment. This new information could include properties of the actual world, occurrences of events, and, in the case of multiple agents, actions performed by other agents, as well as the beliefs, preferences or actions (including communication acts) of other agents. Such agents could be acting and sensing in a dynamic world, coalescing information obtained from various sources, negotiating with other agents, or otherwise augmenting and revising their knowledge. Not surprisingly, this area has been of interest to researchers in many different, disparate communities.
